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as Lords of the bushy-haired Armenians,43 who stand at
the bridle rein of the victors' horses.

Ardeshir's earliest coinage (Plate I., fig. 1) clearly
imitates, in the treatment of the head-dress, the re-
cognised style of the front face of Yologeses V. This
assimilation may either refer to his assumption of the
sovereignty of Johar, the local ruler of Persepolis,44
during the life-time of Vologeses V., or may, perhaps,
be designed to indicate the later defeat of Vologeses VI.
in Kerman, The next gradation in the progress of the
State currency is indicated by Ardeshir's modified repro-
duction of the archaic plaited hair and beard, (Plate I.,
figs. 6, 7, 8, 9), which was probably intended to denote
the revival and reassertion of the ancient Persian empire,
combined with the reverse device of the new Zoroastrian-
ism matured amid the Fire-temples of the South. The
original Parthian tiara of Mithridates I. (B,C. 173, 136),
which appears on the coins PL I., figs. 10, 11, is associated
with an absolute likeness of that great conqueror, who, in
eSect, raised the Parthian monarchy to the higher rank
of the Arsacidan empire. There can be no question, in
this instance, as to the modern profile, which is absolutely
identical with some of the more finished portraits of
Mithridates I. on his own proper coins of four centuries'
prior date. It is evident that the head of the Sassanian
period was an intentional copy of the old model, and it

43     ......a mistis hie Colchus Hiberis,

Hie Mitra velatus Arabs, hie crine deeoro
Armenius; hie picta Saces, fucataque Medus."

(Claudian, xxi. 155.;

* Tabari MS. Ibn Athir (Tornberg, 1867), vol. i. p. 272;
Shah Namah (Maean), iii. p. 1365; Hamza Isfahani, p, 31;
Be Sacy, pp. 32, 167, 274; Journal Asiatique, vii. (1839),
p. 270.